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Marking the 40th anniversary of the ESA,  
Lynn Scarlett, Rebecca Epanchin-Niell, and  
Matthew McKinney take stock of emerging 
solutions to major conservation challenges.

40
NEW TOOLS FOR CONSERVATION
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Re!ne Incentives to Engage Private 
Landowners 

-

The ESA traditionally has taken a species-by-species 
approach that constrains the ability to focus on the 
health of ecosystems. 
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add to and hone these innovations. 
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Figure 1. Habitat Conservation Plans by Size
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Conservation problems unfold at large scales, and 
solving them requires combined public and private 
actions across human-made boundaries.

Figure 2. Natural Resources Conservation Service Priority Landscapes, 2011–2016

Source: Conservation beyond Boundaries: NCRS Initiatives. www.nrcs.usda.gov/initiatives/index.html.
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Promote and Support Large-Landscape 
Conservation 
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Increase Collaborative Adaptive 
Management
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Leverage Funding through  
Coordinated Actions
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The conservation and recovery of species will 
become increasingly complex in the face of climate 
change, water scarcity, and land fragmentation. The 
ESA provides an effective framework to meet these 
challenges.
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